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FUNCTION AND ANALYSIS OF THE GHOSTS IN 'TURN OF THE SCREW
' BY HENRY JAMES

GRIN Verlag Gmbh Jan 2008, 2008. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x1 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Titel. Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, printed single-sided, grade: 2+ (B), University of Frankfurt (Main) (Institute for England und American
Studies), course: Introduction to Literature Studies, 7 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract:
Henry James's 'The Turn Of The Screw' has been oGen interpreted since it was first published in 1898. There are
a lot of hints in the story, but those hints are rarely stated directly. So the diIiculty in reading and judging the
story in one certain way makes it even more challenging to read. Until today critics have not come to an
agreement whether Miles and Flora or only the governess are haunted by the ghosts. So one might pose the
question 'When do critics ever share the same opinion '. AGer all there are always diIerent people with diIerent
opinions who read one and the same story completely diIerent at all. But nevertheless every author has a
certain intention, the purpose to convey a message by writing the story down. Possibly the openness to various
interpretations is the point of the novel. Basically this is what every reader should have in mind. Many questions
move critics concerning 'The Turn Of The Screw', e. g. 'What does the governess really see while her encounters
with those apparitions ', 'How can she describe the dead Peter Quint that detailed without ever having seen him
before ' and -most essentially- 'How did Miles come to death in the end '. Every question itself is interesting
enough, but I find the question most exciting, what the ghosts represent if they are no real supernatural
apparitions. It seems...
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