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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .on a basis of an average daily collection of 250 tons, which, from careful
inquiry and personal observation, | am convinced was a fair assumption for the year 1896. This amount may
reach a maximum of 500 tons during the summer months, hence a plant to dispose of 500 tons per day was
required. It was expressly stated and understood that all of the garbage which might be put out by our citizens
to be carried away was to be disposed of by this process and that it was not to be buried in vacant lots, boiled in
open kettles in unfrequented spots, mixed with horse manure, hauled to sea, or fed to pigs and cattle in Queens
County, as had been done by the former contractors. If the contractors were to carry out the contract in good
faith, this price per ton for collection and disposition was remarkably low as compared with the ten other cities
of the United States with a population of over 200,000 (census of 1890) which have adopted some system of
garbage utilization. (For the cost of disposition by the various systems, see Mr. Taylor s report on Refuse
Disposal). But it was contended by the contractors themselves, and seconded by His Honor, the Mayor, and the
Commissioner of City Works, that they had never defaulted on any contract with this or any other city, although
the sum total of their contracts ran into the millions, and consequently the city ought...
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