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Delivered Before the Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the National Civic Federation on January 18, 1916, at
Washington, D. C., Together With a Letter Written on the Sane Subject to the National Security League Dated
January 19, 1916 For 17 months war such as has never been known in the history of man has been devouring
life and consuming the handiwork of men. Such a stupendous horror has compelled men to think deeply of the
principles underlying our institutions and the spirit that makes for human progress and liberty. Before the
outbreak of the present war many believed that a great war involving many nations was no longer possible;
that men had developed ideals of justice and of humanity that would prevent the possibility of their taking the
lives of fellow men, even in the name of legitimate warfare. They hoped much - their ideals were untested. With
the declaration of war the men of each country rushed to their flags. Soon there were mobilized thousands of
men fighting for conflicting ideals. When it was necessary to decide whether they proposed to stand by and see
another nation invade their fatherland, trample upon their national ideals, ruthlessly disregard solemn pledges
given in treaties, they found that there were some things of higher value than peace. They found that there are
dangers of peace more far-reaching than the dangers of war. They realized that it is better to fight and die for
a cause than to maintain peace and their physical safety at the sacrifice of their manhood and of the ideals
that ennoble life. And yet it is not an...
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